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Additive Manufacturing (AM) is the worldwide used term for layer oriented or generative

manufacturing which originally was introduced at the end of the 1980s as Rapid Prototyping. Within

the last 20 years it has developed dramatically. Today it is not just a valuable tool for making models

and prototypes, but a manufacturing method for final parts as well as for mold inserts. It spreads

throughout all disciplines and branches of industry, from art to medicine and from car manufacturing

to aerospace engineering. AM is about to revolutionize the manufacturing technology in general.
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